Preventive care and overall use of services. Are they related?
The relationship between the use of services of children constantly enrolled in a prepaid group practice medical plan for six years and the completeness of their preventive care were examined. Children who were consistently low users of services were more likely to be lacking one or more components of standard preventive care, particularly general health assessments in older children and vision, hearing, and tuberculosis screening in younger children. Teenage children who were low users were at some risk of not receiving their tetanus-diphtheria immunization on time. The relationship between low use of services and incomplete preventive care persisted after controlling for the severity of morbidity, although children with more severe morbidity were somewhat less likely to be missing preventive care. Health facilities and practitioners should pay special attention to assessing the need for standard preventive care in children who are infrequent users of services.